








AWD 4M1, Grade 12 Portfolio course:

Goals: 
· To help you prepare excellent portfolios for programs in post-secondary art and design;
· To fully prepare you for their post secondary interviews; to practice talking about and writing about your own art and the art of others;
· To prepare you for post-secondary life in a ‘practical portfolio’; budget, living options, campus life, etc. 
· To document your work in a digital portfolio. 
· To provide SHSM students a unique portfolio prep course, not commonly found;
· To augment and enlarge upon the grade 12 program courses with respect to theory, cultural history and studio practice;
· To practice and improve upon basic skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography and design;
· To practice critiques, peer feedback and self-assessment;
· To bring in outside experts to give students feedback;

Components:

Component 1: Researching what’s out there:  
· first week: 
· research post secondary program options;
· research the entrance requirements (marks & courses); 
· research portfolio requirements or restrictions for these program options; 
· research the deadlines for the application, portfolio submission and interview (if required);
· form groups based on chosen programs and areas of interests;
· present findings to the class in brief group presentations; 


Component 2: Teacher-guided projects:
· Every-other week:
· teacher-guided projects: 
· drawing (emphasizing academic observational and figure drawing); large scale, well-worked drawing;
· painting, photography, printmaking, design
· Post-Modern principles; contemporary approaches to art and design 
· these works may be included in portfolios, but not necessarily;
· the goal is to expand upon the experiences you have had in our other senior courses (11 photo & print, 11 drawing & painting, 12 sculpture, 12 digital photography, 11 art and 12 art) but not repeat;
· there are also sketchbook/journal entries that will be evaluated one per week.

Component 3: Portfolio requirements; individual art & design:
· Every-other week:
· spend designated periods on individual work for your portfolios and their specific requirements; media and subjects will vary from student to student and computers most likely will need to be sourced for these periods;
· physical compilation of the  finished portfolio, with matted work, labels, contents list, artist’s statement, etc. will be done at the end of the course for the final performance task (see below). 

Component 4: Cultural History, Theory and Criticism:
· 1 day per week 
· cultural history / visual culture: Outside the canon – art not traditionally included the Western Canon: Art and Ideology (ex. Fascist Art, Socialist Realism, Capitalist Advertising imagery), Feminist Art, Contemporary Aboriginal Art, Outsider Art, etc.; 
· Emphasis on critical thinking; 
· regular in-class critiques, self assessment and peer feedback sessions; mix it up – sometimes one, sometimes another method;
· ongoing reflection journal / sketchbook (assessed bi-weekly). Use a list of possible activities to be done once a week, including drawing or reflective practice or cultural/social/visual criticism;
· two written assignments: 
· career exploration in a field of art & design
· research a contemporary artist or designer as a mentor
· one written test on course content (Cultural History in particular), criticism and thinking (analysis, contextual criticism);
   

Component 5: Final Performance Task (FPT):
30% of final grade.
· 1. Physical portfolio compilation with written reflection; 
· 2. Verbal presentation to the class;
· 3. Interview with me and/or a third party;
· 4. Post-secondary practical portfolio – budget, living sit., etc.
· 5. Digital portfolio; document work in a digital portfolio; 
· length of FPT: nine class days, December 9 - 19 ; 
· finish the course with one last studio project, while individuals are interviewed during the studio periods;

Expectations:
· to attend regularly; to be punctual; to take responsibility for your own learning; to be mature and responsible.
· to participate fully in discussions and critiques; to be engaged.
· to use a sketchbook not only for course requirements, but as an integral part of your daily routines.
· to actively try to improve your art-making, even in areas that you don’t like.
· to produce the best portfolio you are capable of making.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]to provide the following materials: a sketchbook (it doesn’t have to be new); pencils, eraser, glue stick and ruler; any special art or stationary supplies that may be needed for the production of your portfolio or its contents not normally bought by the IRHS art dept. 
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